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International application No. 
PCT/NZ2005/000024 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. 



3. 



4. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

Xl The international application in the language in which it was filed 



A translation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 



□ 



, which is the language of a 



| | international search (under Rules 123(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

| ' [ international preHminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to- this report) : 
Xl the international application as originally filed/furnished • 

the description: 

as originally fileaVfurnished 
received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



□ 



pages 
pages * 
pages * 



with the letter of 
with the letter of 



the claims: 



j | the drawings: 



pages 
pages 4 
pages* 
pages 4 



as originally fileaVfurnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 

pages'* 

pages 4 



with the letter of 
with the letter of 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 

| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

| ■ | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ | the description, pages 

| • | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

[~ [ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

| | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). " • ' 

Q | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International application No. 
PCT/NZ2005/000024 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of:. 

j | the entire international application 
fx] claims Nos: 57-68,72-80 

because: 

| [ the said international application, or the said claims Nos, 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



j J the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



j the claims, or said claims Nos. 

are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) 



|X [ no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 57-68, 72-80 

| | A meaningful opinion could not be formed without the sequence listing; the applicant did not, within the prescribed time 
. limit: 

[ | Furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in a form 
and manner acceptable to it. 

[ J Furnish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 

| | Pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an invitation under 
Rules 13ter. 1(a) or (b) and 13fcr.2. 

| | A meaningful opinion could not be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant did not, 
within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical requirements 
provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not available to the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority in a form' and manner acceptable to it 

| | the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 



[~ ] See Supplemental Box for further details. 
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International application No. 
PCT/NZ2005/000024 


Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 


1 . | | In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has, within the applicable time limit: 


J" | restricted the claims 




| | paid additional fees 




[ 1 paid additional fees under protest and, where applicable, the protest fee 




[ | paid additional fees under protest but the applicable protest fee was not paid 




[ neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fees 




2. Q^j This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 


3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and i.3.3 is: 


| | complied with. 




[X | not complied with for the following reasons: 




See Supplemental Box. 




4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 


| | all parts. 




[X| the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-56, 69-71 





Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. IV) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: Box. IV 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does, not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Preliminary Examining Authority has found that there are different inventions as 
follows: 

1. Claims 1-56 and 69-71 are directed to a steering apparatus for rider control of a vehicle including handlebars 
adjustable to at least two positions and capable of being transferred between the positions independently . It is 
considered that the underlined feature comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 57-61 are directed to a method of attachment of a steering apparatus including two handle bar portions 
operable between at least two positions including the step of securing the steering apparatus directly to the 
forks via a steer tube of a bicycle. It is considered that said step of securing the steering apparatus directly to 
the forks via a steer tube of a bicycle comprises a second "special technical feature". 

3. Claims 62-66 are directed to a method of triggering transfer and transferring of a steering apparatus between at 
least two positions via use of armrests leading to release of the handlebar portions from locked position and 
enabling the handlebar portions to move from one position to another. It is considered that the use of armrests 
leading to release of the handlebar portions from locked position and enabling the handlebar portions to move 
from one position to another comprises a third "special technical feature". 

4. Claims 67-68 are directed to a method of transferring of at least one handle bar portion of a steering apparatus 
between an aero position and a wide position including the steps of wherein one locking/latching means are 
released and other locking/latching means are actuated and the handlebar portions are directed under pressure 
to the wide position until the releasable locking means are re-latched. It is considered that said method steps 
comprises a forth "special technical feature". 

Since these groups of claims do not share any of the special technical features identified, a technical relationship 
between the inventions does not exist. Accordingly the claims do not relate to one invention or to a single inventive 
concept, a priori. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 2-56,70-71 YES 

Claims 1,69 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-56,69-71 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-56, 69-71 YES 

Claims NO 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Novelty CN) and Inventive Step (IS) Claims 1-56. 69-71 



The invention defined in claims 1 and 69 at least is not novel when compared with the following prior art 
documents that each discloses all the essential features of the invention claimed: 

(a) WO 2000/001572 Al 

(b) US 5 144859 A 

(c) US 4023436 A 

(d) US 3863521 A 

(e) US 6 10469 A 

(f) FR 2816276 Al 

(g) NL 1007578 A. 

For example WO 2000/001572 discloses a steering apparatus 71 including handlebars 72 adjustable to at least 
two positions, independently and capable of being fixed in at least one position by the rider independently of the 
steering function. 



Furthermore, remaining appended claims do not contain any additional features which involve an inventive step 
since these features are either known from the prior art cited or relate to parameters or structures that are merely 
matters of design choice when the general technical knowledge about the state of the art is used and hence they 
cannot contribute to patentable invention. 
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